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The article is devoted to the wedding poetry of the Russian-speaking population of Dagestan. This folk 
art which had existed for centuries as well as other folklore genres used to be impacted by various domestic 
phenomena. The traditional Russian wedding ceremony in Dagestan began to change noticeably at the end of 
the 19th and the beginning of the 20th century and was characterized by extinction of many rituals. With the loss 
of some ritual scenes, their simpli  cation and reduction, the songs connected with wedding events began to 
change. Thus, under the in  uence of new social and living conditions the oral folk poetry including wedding 
lamentations started to disappear and remained only in the memory of the elderly. In the last decades in 
connection with changing attitude to ancient superstitions, the songs associated with the magical rituals have 
vanished. The Russian wedding ritual items connected with belief in witches, amulets, etc. have disappeared 
along with the associated folklore. Such traditional rituals as hiding bride’s comb, blessing at the hearth and 
the middle pillar, a number of sayings and songs of erotic character connected with spells stimulating fertility 
turned into playful games during the wedding party. They used to be an integral part of Russian traditional 
weddings, but can no longer be seen.  With loss of the wedding ritual items the songs related to this event have 
also disappeared.

Keywords: wedding lamentations, ceremony, song, magic force, epithets.

 ,    
,     
.   ,  -
       

   -
 ,      

 .   
    ,  

,      , 
   . 

    
   —  -

,    
,  (   -
 )  . 

   -
      

     
    XIX –  XX -

 [  2002: 13].  , 



147

  

    -
    -

     . , 
,    -

       
   ,   

      -
 . . .  : 

«     
     ... -

     
     — 

 - , -
     -

.      
  - , . 

.  ,   -
 ,    —  

 ,     -
     . .  
       

 ,      , 
  …» [ -

 2008: 34–47].
,    -

,     
     -

    . 
      

 «  ,   
  , ,   . ., 

,      
» [  1988: 5].  

  ,  -
      -

,   ,  
;      -
 ,   -

  ,   
 .    

       
  [  2003: 96].

   
    [  

1973;  1976;  2008]  
    -

     -
 .   ,   

      -
    , 

  .    
   , , -
,   -

.      -
     -  

     . 

 ,    ,  
 .     

    . -
     

  , .
 ,  , 

    ,  
  ,   -

      
    -
        

[  1978: 122–137].   -
    —  

,    
,   -

   ,  
    -

      
    -

     
 .

     
     

  ,     
 —   .  -

     
 ,    -

 .    
  ,   .  

 —    ,  -
 ,   [ -
 1973: 263].

    -
 —     , 

  ,   
  ,   

    , -
      

    -
, —   ,  

     -
.    -
-  , -
 ,   
    -

.     
   , 

,   , , 
   ,  -

 —     -
     -
 [  2001: 50].

   , 
    -

 ,    
 (« », « -



148

            3 2014

 »),  ,  
. ,    

     
  ,   -

,   -
   ,    

     [ -
 1996: 88].    
       -

.      , 
      « », 

        
 :

   , ,
    , ,

    ( ), ?
  ? 

   ?
       ,

     , 
  : «   », .

   ,   
 ?

      , ,
    ?
  ,   ?
  , , 

   ,    ? 
[   . .   

. ., 57 ,  1968 . .  -
  // .  . 

. 3. . 5. . 14–15]

     
 ,     

     -
       

    . 
,    -

    « » -
    ,  , 

     -
   [  2010: 93–95]. 
      -

,      
     

: 

  ,
-     ,

-      ,
-     , ,

  ! 
[    . ., 70 .,   
.      

1980  . / .   . . . 
 . . 4. . 2. . 7–8]

   
     -

 .    
    

 .     -
      

.     
       , 
   .   -

      
 .   -

  ,    , -
  . 

     :
  , ,    ,

      ,
      .

      ….
[    . ., 52 .,  
1989 . .     / 

.   . . . -
 . . 5. . 2. . 15–16]

   , 
    ,  

      
.    -

 ,    ,   
     

 [  1971: 120–131].  -
  ,    

«   ».   
,    «   

»,     -
.     , «  

 -  »,      
       
. « -  <...>   -
  <...> ,   -

  ».   -
  :

     ,
      ,

    …
[ . .   . . -

  1979 .  . .   // . 
 . . 3. . 2. . 14–15]

     , -
      

  ,  -



149

  

    . 
   , -

   : 
      -

    , -
   ,   -

 ,     
      
 .    

  ,    
,   . 

,     -
     , 

   -
    . 

    -
     

 .  ,  -
     -

  , ,  
  ,  ;  

    .  
   -

     
,   , -

    
 .      

  [ -
 1974: 297–360]. 

 ,      
 ,   
 ,   -

   .   
    -
  ,      -

   ,  
: , -

, , -
, , 

, , 
,   . . [  

1973: 25].
   , 

    1980-  – -
 1990-  .,    ,  -

    -
     

     
 .   -

     
    . 
      

 ( ) , 
     -

  . 
 ,   -

     -
 . . .  ,  -
     -

    
  .  

 ,     
   , -

  :  
    ,  
  ,   
    -

    -
    -

.

  . .   . ., 57 
,  1968 .  .   

 // .  . . 3. . 5. 
. 14–15.

   . ., 70 .,  . -
    1980 . / . 
  . . .  . 

. 4. . 2. . 7–8. 
   . ., 52 .,  1989 . . 

   / .  
 . . .  . . 5. 

. 2. . 15–16].
 .   . .  

 1979 .  . .  // .  
. . 3. . 2. . 14–15.

  -
    // -  

. . . , -
    -

     -
, . 70-  . . . -

. , 2010. 296 .
 .    

 . .: , 1988. 312 .
    -

. : , 1976. 164 .
   (  

16 –  20 .). - -
 . .: -  . - , 1974. 

422 .



150

            3 2014

  , 
, . : , 

2008. 344 .
   -

        
- . . .  . 

. . , 1973. 35 .
    . -

, 1975. 260 .
   . .: 

, 1973. 324 .
   . 

, 1996. 180 .
   -

 XI –  . (    
). . .  . . . 

, 2003. 208 .

   -
     

 . . . 
 . . . , 2002. 22  .

   XIX – 
.  . : -   , 

2001. 250 .
   //  -

  :   -
. .: , 1978. 150 .

   . -
: , 1973. 60 .
    

        //  
   . -

: -  . . . - , 
1971. 200 .

Sources
[The record of Avilova A. E., 70 years old, in the 

farmstead Marenovskiy, Dagestan ASSR, 
in 1980]. In: [Manuscript Fund at Research 
Institute of Folklore and Literature of Dagestan 
State University. Fund 4. Invent. 2. Sheet 7–8]. 
(In Russ.)

[The record of Efremova E. V., 57 years old, in the 
village of Tuzuklei, Dagestan ASSR, in 1968. 
Kiryukhin V. S. (rec.)]. In: [Manuscript Fund at 
Institute of Language, Literature and Art. Fund 
3. Invent. 5. Sheet 14–15]. (In Russ.)

[The record of Kovaleva M. E. in 1979 in the 
farmstead M. Bredikhin. L. Temirbekova (rec.). 
In: [ Manuscript Fund at Institute of Language, 
Literature and Art. Fund3. Invent. 2. Sheet 14–
15]. (In Russ.)

[The record of Pishcherina E. I., 52 years old, the 
village of Chechen, Dagestan ASSR, in 1989]. 
In: [Manuscript Fund at Research Institute 
of Folklore and Literature of Dagestan State 
University . Fund 5. Invent. 2. Sheet 15–16]. 
(In Russ.)

References
Ataeva L. N. [Regional Features of Russian 

Song Folklore in Dagestan]. In: [Typology, 
Interrelations and National Speci city of 
Folklore of Peoples of Dagestan and North 
Caucasus]. Conf. proc. Makhachkala, 2010. 
296 p. (In Russ.)

Bazanov V. G. Folklore. [Russian Poetry of the 
early Twentieth Century]. Leningrad: Nauka, 
1988. 312 p. (In Russ.)

Ganieva A. M. [Lezgin Folk Lyrical Poetry]. 
Makhachkala: Dagknigoizdat, 1976. 164 p. (In 
Russ.)

Ibragimova F. M. [Folk Lyrics of Rituals, Aguls, 

Tsahurs]. Makhachkala: Dagknigoizdat, 2008. 
344 p. (In Russ.)

Khaibullayev S. [Avar Folk Lyric Poetry]. 
Makhachkala: Dagknigoizdat, 1973. 60 p. (In 
Russ.)

Kireeva L. S. [Folk Poetry of Tersk Cossacks 
in its Relations with Folklore of Dagestan 
and Chechen-Ingushetia]. Cand. Sc. thesis 
(Philology) abstract. Makhachkala, 1973. 35 p. 
(In Russ.)

Kiryukhin V. . [The Russian Song in Dagestan]. 
Makhachkala, 1975. 260 p. (In Russ.)

Kolpakova N. P. [Lyrics of the Russian Wedding]. 
Leningrad: Nauka, 1973. 324 p. (In Russ.)

Kurakeyeva M. F. [Wedding Rite of the Cossacks]. 
Cherkessk, 1996. 180 p. (In Russ.)

Melnikova I. I. [Spiritual Culture of Stavropol 
XIX–XX cent. (on the example of folklore 
traditions)]. Cand. Sc. thesis (Philology) 
abstract. Stavropol, 2003. 208 p. (In Russ.) 

Mugadova M. V. [Traditional Song Folklore of 
Peoples of Dagestan in Amateur Artistic 
Work]. Cand. Sc. thesis (Philology) abstract. 
Makhachkala, 2002. 22 p. (In Russ.)

Rizakhanova M. Sh. [Dagestan Russians in the 19th 
– early 20th cc]. Makhachkala: Dagestan Sc. 
Center of the RAS Publ. House, 2001. 250 p. 
(In Russ.)

Tultseva L. A. [Vyunishniki]. In: [Russian National 
Wedding Rite: Research and Materials]. 
Leningrad: Nauka, 1978. 150 p. (In Russ.)

Yakhina G. A. [The Plot Line of a Wedding Lyrical 
Song and Ritual Reality]. In: [Modern Issues 
of Folklore]. Vologda: Vologda State Pedag. 
Institute, 1971. 200 p. (In Russ.)

Zasedateleva L. B. [Tersk Cossacks (mid. 16th 
– early 20th cent.). Historical-ethnographic 
Sketches]. Moscow, 1974. 422 p. (In Russ.)




